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§256.82
Subpart M—Studies

§256.82 Environmental studies.

(a) The Director shall conduct a
study of any area or region included in
any lease sale in order to establish in-
formation needed for assessment and
management of impacts on the human,
marine and coastal environments
which may be affected by OCS oil and
gas activities in such area or region.
Any study shall, to the extent prac-
ticable, be designed to predict environ-
mental impacts of pollutants intro-
duced into the environments and of the
impacts of offshore activities on the
seabed and affected coastal areas.

(b) Studies shall be planned and car-
ried out in cooperation with the af-
fected States and interested parties
and, to the extent possible, shall not
duplicate studies done under other
laws. Where appropriate, the Director
shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, enter into agreements with the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration in executing the environ-
mental studies responsibilities. By
agreement, the Director may also uti-
lize services, personnel or facilities of
any Federal, State or local government
agency in the conduct of such study.

(c) Any study of an area or region re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section
for a lease sale shall be commenced not
later than six months prior to holding
a lease sale for that area. The Director
may utilize information collected in
any prior study. The Director may ini-
tiate studies for areas or regions not
identified in the leasing program.

(d) After the leasing and developing
of any area or region, the Director
shall conduct such studies as are
deemed necessary to establish addi-
tional information and shall monitor
the human, marine and coastal envi-
ronments of such area or region in a
manner designed to provide informa-
tion which can be compared with the
results of studies conducted prior to
OCS o0il and gas development. This
shall be done to identify any signifi-
cant changes in the quality and pro-
ductivity of such environments, to es-
tablish trends in the areas studies, and
to design experiments identifying the
causes of such changes. Findings from
such studies shall be used to rec-
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ommend modifications in practices
which are employed to mitigate the ef-
fects of OCS activities and to enhance
the data/information base for pre-
dicting impacts which might result
from a single lease sale or cumulative
OCS activities.

(e) Information available or collected
by the studies program shall, to the ex-
tent practicable, be provided in a form
and in a timeframe that can be used in
the decision-making process associated
with a specific leasing action or with
longer term OCS minerals management
responsibilities.

Subpart N—Bonus or Royalty
Credits for Exchange of Cer-
tain Leases Offshore Florida

SOURCE: 73 FR 52920, Sept. 12, 2008, unless
otherwise noted.

§256.90 Which leases may I exchange
for a bonus or royalty credit?

You may exchange a lease for a
bonus or royalty credit if it:

(a) Was in effect on December 20,
2006, and

(b) Is located in:

(1) The Eastern planning area and
within 125 miles of the coastline of the
State of Florida, or

(2) The Central planning area and
within the Desoto Canyon OPD, the
Destin Dome OPD, or the Pensacola
OPD, and within 100 miles of the coast-
line of the State of Florida.

§256.91 How much bonus or royalty
credit will MMS grant in exchange
for a lease?

The amount of the bonus or royalty
credit for an exchanged lease equals
the sum of:

(a) The amount of the bonus pay-
ment; and

(b) All rent paid for the lease as of
the date the lessee submits the request
to exchange the lease under §256.92 to
MMS.

§256.92 What must I do to obtain a
bonus or royalty credit?

(a) To obtain the bonus or royalty
credit, all of the record title interest
owners in the lease must submit the
following to the MMS Regional Super-
visor for Leasing and Environment for
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